Oxford Bus Museum talk - by Frank Collingwood

The Oxford Bus Museum has its origins in the Oxford Bus Preservation
Syndicate, which was set up in 1967 by a group of bus enthusiasts. They had
the foresight to see that buses and coaches of significance to previous
generations should be saved and preserved for future generations to enjoy
before they were lost for all time. Beginning with just one vehicle, the
number of preserved and restored vehicles has grown, and the museum
now contains around 40 vintages buses and coaches, including a number of
unique vehicles, the earliest dating from 1913. The museum specialises in
collecting, restoring and running buses and coaches that spent most of their
working lives in Oxford city or serving the public of Oxfordshire. As the
collection grew, permanent premises were needed, and since 1984 the
museum has been at the old railway station yard in Long Hanborough.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 14th April at
7:30pm.

Questionnaire

We’re very grateful to the members who returned our questionnaire; it
will be of immense help to us for future planning. Many thanks to those of
you who have offered assistance with various aspects of the society’s
activities. We’ll be in touch very soon with our ideas of how everything can
be arranged.

Garden Archaeology talk - by Dr Stephen Wass

For the past decade landscape archaeologist Dr. Stephen Wass has been
working, mainly for the National Trust, developing a better understanding
of some of our greatest historic gardens. Investigating properties ranging
from the medieval park at Baddesley Clinton, through seventeenth-century
gardens at Hanwell and Packwood to the great landscape garden at Stowe,
Stephen has used the techniques of archaeology to gain a better
understanding of their construction and development and will be sharing
some thoughts on how garden archaeology can support our understanding
of some key moments in history.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 19th May at
7:30pm.

Summer Outing

A trip is being organised to one of Monty Don’s favourite gardens at
Rousham House! This will also include an exclusive tour of part of the
house. Details are currently being finalised, but, in the meantime, put the
afternoon of Wednesday 23rd July in your diaries.

Dates For Your Diary

Oxford Bus Museum talk
14th April @ 7:30pm

May newsletter submission
deadline
4th April

Garden Archaeology talk
19th May @ 7:30pm

Public Health in Victorian
Britain talk
16th June @ 7:30pm

Rousham House outing
23rd July




The Message in the Map talk - by Nick Millea

Nick Millea’s talk focussed on a selection of seven maps, some of which were from Bicester. He set out to
enlighten us as to the purpose of each map; for whom they were designed and the message that the cartography
is conveying.

In developing their 1:2,500 series, the Ordnance Survey established a regular programme of surveys from
1863. The area covered by these maps was 1 mile x 1.5 miles. They covered all of cultivated Great Britain by 1896.
Mountains and moorland were not included. A total of 616 sheets covers pre-1974 Oxfordshire. This series was not
intended for public use, but, rather, for government and planning purposes. The Ordnance Survey is recognised
as the best mapping agency in the world and is at the forefront of digital advancement.
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In 2011, Danny Dorling, Professor of Geography at Oxford
University produced maps called Fair Play which conveyed
the results of the 1997 general election. Although complex,

OXTORD they interpret the statistics in a meaningful manner. Colour-
coding identifies social conditions within each constituency.
Professor Dorling recognised that these so-called
cartograms are a powerful tool for delivering information.
The Drink Map of Oxford (left) was produced in 1883 by the
Temperance Union of Oxford, who wanted to get across
their message about the evils of alcohol. It invited
magistrates to decline applications for licences, particularly
in the poorer areas of the city which were already heavily
populated with drinking establishments in the Victorian
period. Copies are available from the Bodleian Libraries.
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The Sheldon Tapestry Map of Oxfordshire was designed for Ralph Sheldon in around 1590, advertising to his
contemporaries that he had sufficient wealth to commission it. The series is of four maps covering
Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire. Two of the original set, Oxfordshire and
Worcestershire, are owned by the Bodleian Libraries, together with a later acquisition of a sizeable proportion of
the Gloucestershire map. Conservation took place between 2012-2015 and the maps are displayed in the Weston
Library.

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union
mapped the entire world, parts of it down
to individual buildings. The maps were
first seen at the International
. Cartographical Association’s conference
in 1993. In some large cities the maps
- include detail not shown on domestic
| maps of the same date, such as the width
of roads, the load-bearing capacity of
"N bridges and the types of factories. Many
§ details came from aerial and satellite
reconnaissance, and, presumably, agents
~ on the ground. These maps are still a
" taboo subject in Russia today.
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