St Giles Fair talk - by Tim Healey

St Giles Fair has excited wonder throughout its centuries-old history.
Developing from the mediaeval St Giles parish wake, it would become
famed for the boisterous crowds drawn to its amusement rides, booths and
sideshows. This talk will tell the story of the fair from the earliest times to
the present day, also encompassing other seasonal sprees around
Oxfordshire - the Witney Wakes for example, and Charlbury’s Forest Fair.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 17th February
at 7:30pm.

The Message in the Map talk - by Nick Millea

The message in the map: What is the cartographer telling us ... and why?
We shall look at a series of maps with a critical eye - what really is going on
with the image presented to us, and are we missing something? Bicester will
be central to our deliberations.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 17th March at
7:30pm.

Your Opinion Counts

With our limited resources and increased membership fee, the
committee feel that its now more important than ever to make sure that the
society is doing what you, its members, want it to do and providing what
you want. So, with the expert help of Pat Snelson, we have developed a
questionnaire to find out how you feel things are going and where changes
could be made.

These questionnaires will be handed out to every member at the
meeting on 17th February, and posted to those members who don’t attend
that evening. We would appreciate it if each of you could then fill it in and
return it to us at or before the meeting on 17th March. Instructions and
further information will be included, and Pat will explain the process in
more detail at the beginning of the February meeting.

We really need to get as many responses as possible so, as an added
incentive, we will be holding a prize draw at the end of the March meeting.
Returning the completed questionnaire to us will enter you into the draw
(unless you choose to opt out) and give you a chance of walking away with
£30in book tokens.

Your Opinion Counts on Market Square Proposals Too

Cherwell District Council’s plans for enhancing Market Square finished
their initial public survey stage at the end of 2024. They have now taken
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those comments and come up with three different proposals. The proposals were presented to the public at two
events at the end of January, and are also outlined on their website at:
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/bicester-market-square

But the process is not over yet. The Council now
want feedback on which option people prefer and why,
as well as any ideas on how they could improve the
proposals. If you have any feedback for them then
please email bicester@cherwell-dc.gov.uk with which
of the options you favour and why, and any suggestions
you have for improvements.

The three options are:

1. Existing road layout, Market Square enhanced

2. 2-way road and Market Square enhanced

3. 2-way road, Market Square enhanced and

relocated parking

2-way road and Market Square enhanced 2-way road, Market Square enhanced and relocated parking
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