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Trench Humour in the First World War Talk Dates For Your Diary

Soldiers often turned to humour to
alleviate the stress of life in the Trench Humour in the First
trenches. Jokes, puns, and satirical World War talk
songs were a part of the soldiers’ oral 18th November @ 7:30pm
culture. Much of the humour was lost
on those outside the soldiers’ group,
but it resonated with the soldiers and
allowed them to cope with the strain
of service and combat. This
presentation, by Stephen Barker, takes
a light-hearted look at trench humour
in slang and through tunes, cartoons,
satirical journals, concert parties and
in many other ways.

This meeting will be held in the
Clifton Centre on Monday 18th
November at 7:30pm.

December newsletter
submission deadline
1st December

St Edburg’s Church Christmas
Tree Festival
6th - 8th December

Christmas Music & Song talk
16th December @ 7:30pm

Christmas Music & Song Through the Ages Talk

This presentation, by lan Giles, will be held in the Clifton Centre on
Monday 16th December at 7:30pm and will be followed by seasonal
refreshments and a bumper raffle.

Bicester Heritage Tour

A group of twenty three BLHS members were recently lucky enough to
have a tour of the Bicester Heritage site, part of the Bicester Motion
community situated on the old RAF Bicester
airfield.

“It is a centre of excellence for the historic + ot o,

}‘w -

motoring industry, dedicated to the future of the |, A "4.1‘
past. It is the largest campus of its kind in the | e
world, generating a collective turnover of £250+
million from 50 specialist businesses in the best
preserved WW2 RAF Bomber Station in the UK” -
description provided by Bicester Motion.

Our guide was an ex.RAF guy, Derek Bacon, |
(Sgn Ldr, ret’d). He admitted that he’d never flown
a plane, but he certainly knew the history of the
site and the original use of each of the buildings
on the site and how they are currently being used.
He had a good rapport with the current




businesses operating on the site and this
allowed us to go inside some of them and see
several million pounds worth of cars in various
stages of restoration.

It was intriguing to hear about the future
proposals for other developments on the site -
something that we may need to keep a
watchful eye on!

Please let me know if a further trip to
Bicester Heritage in the New Year would be of
interest to those who couldn’t make it this time
round.

- Bob Hessian

Bicester Local History Society AGM 2024 - Minutes

Monday 16 September 2024, 7.30pm
The Clifton Centre, Ashdene Road, Bicester
Present: 30 members

1. Welcome

Bob Hessian (BH), Chairman of BLHS, welcomed members to the AGM, and outlined the format of the meeting.
Before the formal business of the evening began, BH highlighted the ongoing issue of the need for help to run the
Society. The Committee has the required quorum of six members, as laid out in its constitution, but more
assistance is now desperately needed. This assistance can be in the form of either joining the Committee or
helping with ongoing projects, independently. Members were encouraged to speak with BH to discuss
possibilities further.

2. Apologies
Mark Lewandowski sent his apologies.

3. Minutes of 2023 AGM meeting

BH summarised the key points from last year’s AGM minutes, which had been circulated to members with the
October 2023 newsletter. He highlighted the fact that subscriptions had not being raised in 2023/24, and that
finding a speaker on Family History continued to be problematic.

4. Chairman’s report 2023/24
BH began with a reminder of the year’s talks.
2023
September AGM, Amusing Epitaphs, Bob Hessian
October Preview of the 2024 Calendar, BH, SJ, MH, JR
November AVictorian Christmas, Tim Healey
December Launton Handbell Ringers - History & Recital

2024

January From Axtell to Zacharias: The men who built Oxford, Liz Wooley

February  Oxfordshire on Canvas, Marie-Louise Kerr

March The Work of the Relieving Officer in Bletchingdon District, Charles Eldridge
April The Otmoor Riots in a Wider Context, Ciardn Walsh

May Bicester’s Gothic Architecture, Pat Snelson

June Bicester Brains’ Trust, Matthew Hathaway

July Bicester Brains’ Trust Re-enactment, Matthew Hathaway



BH said his own personal highlight had been Tim Healey’s talk on A Victorian Christmas, in November 2023. He
then outlined key events of the year.

OLHA

BLHS had participated in the countywide OHLA Study Day on Saturday 18 November 2023, held this year at the
Methodist Church Hall in Bicester. The theme was ‘Shops and Shopping’ and there were some excellent talks by
Oxfordshire local history experts. BH gave a talk on Bicester Shops and led a walk around Bicester in the
afternoon (unfortunately his contribution was hampered by a major IT issue the day before). Nevertheless, the
day as a whole was deemed a success.

Xmas Tree

The theme for BLHS’s tree at the 2023 Christmas Tree Festival was transport. The tree was decorated with
photos of old vehicles and a collection of Matchbox toys.

Their Finest Hour

On 25 November 2023, BLHS took part in a countywide event, ‘Their Finest Hour’, a University of Oxford
project with the aim of collecting/recording stories, objects, and memories from the Second World War. This
event, open to the public, took place in the Bicester library. Some examples of items brought in were a signet ring,
a sleeve of a uniform, a polishing kit, a helmet, and many medals and photographs. BH commented that more
BLHS staff had been needed for the time-consuming tasks of extracting, cataloguing, and recording the
information/items coming in. However, BLHS gathered as much information as possible. The response to the
event had been very good.

Archive

The issue of the BLHS archive was an ongoing problem for the Society. Items had been originally stored at The
Garth, and then at St Edburg’s School. Currently, there is no storage area available for the archive, and BH and his
daughter are storing items at their houses. BH is urgently seeking the help of a town councilor to try to secure a
safe storage area.

Oxfordshire Past

Another countywide local history event held in Bicester was the Oxfordshire Past Study Day, on 15 June 2024,
at the John Paul Il Centre. The theme was Transport, and BH contributed a presentation on Bicester trains. All
participating groups agreed the day had been very successful.

Library Displays

BLHS now have a schedule for displays in the library for 2024/25. Each display will last for three months, and
the first display in October 2024 will feature The Bicester Hunt.

5. Treasurer’s report 2024/25

The BLHS treasurer, Sally James (SJ), gave her report.

Members had already received notification of the rise in subscriptions for 2024/25. Also available at the
meeting were copies of the BLHS end of year accounts for 2023/24. SJ was keen to explain the background behind
the rise in subscriptions.

Regular expenses such as hall hire, speakers, admin costs, insurance, subscriptions, had increased, but not
significantly. However, the decision to print the Society’s magazine, the Bicester Historian, instead of sending it by
email or post, had made a significant difference to printing costs and some postage costs. SJ commented that the
decision to switch to a printed version was the right one, based on feedback from members. So, the year’s
overspend of £586 was the result of printing two editions of the Bicester Historian, as well as extra postage costs
incurred posting the Bicester Historian to out-of-town members, £2.10 per copy. SJ stated that the Society was
not without funds, but a deficit of £586 was not sustainable. With this in mind, the Society has needed to look at
some cost-cutting measures: reducing the number of Bicester Historians printed per year from four to three, and
reducing the calendar of talks by two.

In an effort to increase membership the Society has widened its range of advertising to include parish
magazines as well as the OLHA and the Bicester Advertiser websites.

Membership numbers have reduced slightly from 66 to 63, however the Society has attracted 7 new members,
and possibly 5 more.



The view of the Committee was that the new subscription rate still offered excellent value for money. A yearly
subscription gives: regular talks by subject matter experts, three copies of the Bicester Historian, a monthly
newsletter, a summer outing, reduced prices on books and DVDs, the OHLA and BALH newsletters, as well as
specialist publications on loan. In addition to these benefits, members also have the opportunity to get involved.
For example, this year a number of members have taken part in the Oxfordshire Buildings Record’s project to
record datestones countrywide before they become illegible. Several members also took up the offer of one-to-
one help from family historian Jessica Feinstein, and many others contributed to the University of Oxford’s ‘Their
Finest Hour’ project. SJ hoped members felt they have had the opportunity of get involved if they wanted to.

SJ then invited any questions from members, either on what she’d reported or on any other aspect of the
accounts.

Patrick Moles questioned why the figure for speaker fees (£441.09) was not a whole/round figure? SJ replied
that some speaker fees included travel expenses.

Tricia Hallam asked whether BLHS will review the Bicester Historian situation. She commented that BLHS
seemed to be bucking the trend by not keeping to digital, and print costs had resulted in a significant dent in
finances. SJ replied, yes, the situation will be reviewed, and the print decision had been influenced by a
significant number of members saying they found it difficult reading long articles online, and would prefer a print
version. SJ added that £100 of print sales via Cole’s had also been generated.

As required in the Constitution, SJ then asked members to vote on accepting the proposed 2024/25
subscriptions: £22 Individual Membership, £33 Joint Membership. The vote was unanimously in favour.

6. Election of 2024/25 BLHS Committee members

BH thanked the Committee members for their hard work over the last year. He then asked Society members if
they were in favour of re-electing the 2023/24 Committee ‘en bloc’, as the Committee members for 2024/25, with
the addition of Sally Dexter. The vote was unanimously in favour.

2024/25 BLHS Committee members

Bob Hessian, Chairman

Sally James, Treasurer

John Roberts

Matthew Hathaway

Peter Crook

Sally Dexter

The AGM then came to a close. Refreshments followed, and then a short talk from Matthew Hathaway on ‘This

Week in History’, a look at local events that had taken place during this week in past years.
- Sally Dexter
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