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Bicester Shops & Shopping Talk 
This talk, by Bob Hessian, illustrated with old photos of Bicester town 

centre, will explain how shopping in the town has changed over the years 
and the challenges that retailers now face. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 21st October at 
7:30pm. 

Trench Humour in the First World War Talk 
Soldiers often turned to humour to alleviate the stress of life in the 

trenches. Jokes, puns, and satirical songs were a part of the soldiers’ oral 
culture. Much of the humour was lost on those outside the soldiers’ group, 
but it resonated with the soldiers and allowed them to cope with the strain 
of service and combat. This presentation, by Stephen Barker, takes a light-
hearted look at trench humour in slang and through tunes, cartoons, 
satirical journals, concert parties and in many other ways. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 18th 
November at 7:30pm. 

New Payment Option 
We are in the process of setting things up so that we can start taking 

payments by credit or debit card, using contactless or chip & pin. We hope 
to have this option available at the November meeting for those of you who 
would prefer to use it instead of bringing cash. 

Dates For Your Diary 

Bicester Shops & Shopping talk 
21st October @ 7:30pm 

OFHS Family History Fair 
26th October @ 10am-4pm 

Bicester Heritage tour 
31st October 

November newsletter 
submission deadline 

1st November 

Trench Humour in the First 
World War talk 

18th November @ 7:30pm 



Editor: 
Matthew Hathaway 

editor@blhs.org.uk 

Website: 
www.blhs.org.uk 

Committee Members: 
Bob Hessian (Chairman) 

chairman@blhs.org.uk 
01869 350662 

Sally James (Treasurer) 
01869 243804 

Sally Dexter (Minutes Secretary) 
John Roberts (Membership Officer) 
Matthew Hathaway 
Peter Crook 

Meetings Address: 
The Clifton Centre 
Ashdene Road 
Bicester 
OX26 2BH 

Postal Address: 
BLHS c/o Sally James 
14 George Street 
Bicester 
OX26 2EG

Committee & Contacts

STOP PRESS – Tour of Bicester Heritage, Thursday 31st October 2:00pm 
We have been offered a guided tour of the 

Bicester Heritage site (Bicester Airfield). 
Normally such tours cost £30 +VAT per person 
but we have been offered the tour free-of-
charge. Numbers will be limited so please let 
Sally James know as quickly as possible if you 
would like to come:  sallyjames46@hotmail.com 

Note: The above date is correct but the actual 
time of the tour needs to be confirmed. It will be 
in the afternoon. Apologies for the short notice. 
– Bob Hessian 
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