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Bicester Brains Trust Quiz

Following on from the talk in June, our July meeting was planned to be a
humorous recreation of the Bicester Brains Trust. However, we don’t have
enough Brains to pull that off, so the evening will now take the form of a
quiz night instead. Members, working in teams, will try to pick the correct
answers given to a number of questions from multiple choice answers.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 15th July at
7:30pm.

Oxfordshire Past 2024

The Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society’s “Oxfordshire Past”
event took place on Saturday 15th June in the John Paul Il Centre. It proved
to be a very interesting day and a great success for OAHS.

They presented a varied programme of speakers, one of the highlights
being Simon Townley’s update on the work of the Victoria County History.
Simon is always an entertaining and informative speaker who kept our
members in touch with local history during the tough days of lockdown via
a Zoom talk on the Wychwood Forest.

Another topic of interest was an account of the Oxfordshire Buildings
Record’s activities during 2024. This included an update on their datestones
project in which BLHS members are involved. A small group are actively
recording and photographing datestones in the town to produce a record of
what survives, and to create a resource for researchers and historians. This
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will be available on the OBR’s
website in due course.

Julian Munby, OAHS’s
librarian, spoke about a variety
of archaeological investigations
on the site of the Priory. He
bemoaned the fact that these
had been mostly piecemeal: a
view that BLHS would support.

Last, but not least, Bob
Hessian presented a history of
Bicester railways, which,
included an excellent selection ..
of photographs, and an:
explanation of the workings of;‘ﬁ 3
the slip coach, which may well S
have been a mystery to some
attendees!

It was a useful opportunity to converse with members of other local history societies and, of course, it was very
pleasing to see a number of our own members in attendance.

Annual General Meeting

This year’s AGM will take place on Monday 16th September, starting at 7:30pm.

As usual, this will include the chairman’s report, the treasurer’s report, and the election of committee
members for the next year. Details of everything else to be discussed will be announced next month, so if you
have anything you wish to add to the agenda then please let us know.

This Week in History Talk

The AGM in September will be followed by a talk from our newsletter and magazine editor, Matthew Hathaway,
outlining some of the events and newsworthy items of interest that have happened in the local area during the
third week of September.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 16th September at 7:30pm.
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