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Bicester’s Gothic Architecture Talk 
The gothic architectural style has flourished 

twice in England – firstly in the Medieval 
period and then, 350 years later, in the 
Victorian Gothic revival movement. In this 
talk, Pat Snelson will explore the history of 
this style using Bicester’s own buildings as 
examples and seek to explain some of its 
socio-political and cultural underpinnings, as 
well as its architectural characteristics. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton 
Centre on Monday 20th May at 7:30pm. 

Bicester Brains Trust Talk 
From 1944 to 1946 Wesley Hall 

played host to monthly meetings of 
the Bicester Brains Trust, where 
members of the public posed 
questions to a panel of Bicester’s 
well respected residents. These 
meetings were documented in 
regular articles in the Bicester 
Advertiser. In this talk, Matthew 
Hathaway will use these articles to 
explore the attitudes and opinions of 
Bicester’s war-weary population. 

This meeting will be held in the 
Clifton Centre on Monday 17th June 
at 7:30pm. 

Bicester Historian 
Hopefully everyone has had their copy of the magazine now. Additional 

copies are still available to purchase though, £4 each for members or £5 for 
non-members. 

Feedback so far has been very positive and Coles actually sold out of 
their initial supply within about two weeks. 

The next edition will be available at our June meeting. 

Dates For Your Diary 

Bicester’s Gothic Architecture 
talk 

20th May @ 7:30pm 

June newsletter submission 
deadline 

3rd June 

Bicester Advertiser local history 
article 

6th June 

Oxfordshire Past 2024 
15th June 

Bicester Brains Trust talk 
17th June @ 7:30pm 
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Oxfordshire Past 2024 
The Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society will be holding 

their annual Oxfordshire Past day in Bicester this year, on Saturday 
15th June. 

They advertise the event as being for anyone interested in 
history, buildings and archaeology. The programme of talks runs 
from 10am until 4pm and includes the archaeology of Bicester 
Priory, the history of Bicester’s railways, and excavations at 
Graven Hill, amongst others. There will also be a number of stalls 
and exhibitors to visit throughout the day. 

It is being held at the John Paul II Centre next to the Catholic 
Church and tickets cost £10 each. Attendance can be booked and 
paid for in advance on their website, where you will also find more 
details about the event itself: 

https://oahs.org.uk/oxpast.php
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