
BLHS  Newsletter
Issue: 22	 April 2024 The monthly newsletter for Bicester Local History Society

The Otmoor Riots in a Wider Context Talk 
Ciarán Walsh’s talk offers a 

comprehensive survey of the 
events which took place in 1830, 
from local, national and global 
perspectives. It places the events 
within the historical continuum 
of popular struggle against 
enclosures and iniquitous 
modernisation. It also explores 
the legacies of the kind of direct 
action resistance the people of 
Otmoor and their allies engaged 
in, during the long agitation 
against the enclosure of Otmoor. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 15th April at 
7:30pm. 

Bicester’s Gothic Architecture Talk 
The gothic architectural style has flourished 

twice in England – firstly in the Medieval 
period and then, 350 years later, in the 
Victorian Gothic revival movement. In this 
talk, Pat Snelson will explore the history of 
this style using Bicester’s own buildings as 
examples and seek to explain some of its 
socio-political and cultural underpinnings, as 
well as its architectural characteristics. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton 
Centre on Monday 20th May at 7:30pm. 

Bicester Historian in Print 
The Jan-Mar 2024 edition of the Bicester Historian, themed around 

schools, is now complete, in print rather than a digital version, and will be 
handed out to members at our April meeting. Any members not at the 
meeting will get their copy delivered a few days later. Each single or dual 
membership will receive one free copy as part of the membership, but 
additional copies will be available to purchase. 

The Apr-Jun edition, themed around the poor, will be completed in time 
to hand out at the June meeting. But we would be very interested to hear 
your feedback before then so that we can continue to improve the finished 
product.

Dates For Your Diary 

The Otmoor Riots talk 
15th April @ 7:30pm 

Bicester Advertiser local history 
article 

2nd May 

May newsletter submission 
deadline 

3rd May 

Bicester’s Gothic Architecture 
talk 

20th May @ 7:30pm 
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