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The Relieving Officer in Bletchingdon Talk 
Charles Eldridge explains the work of Bletchingdon District’s relieving 

officer. The relieving officer’s role was to monitor applications for relief in 
his parishes and in co-ordination with other parties recommend whether 
the application should be approved by the Board of Guardians. His role was 
also to supervise any conveyancing of the poor from the parish to the 
Workhouse or its Infirmary or on occasion to Littlemore Asylum. 
Examination of the various records at the Oxfordshire archives will be 
examined in the talk. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 18th March at 
7:30pm. 

The Otmoor Riots in a Wider Context Talk 
Ciarán Walsh’s talk offers a comprehensive survey of the events which 

took place in 1830, from local, national and global perspectives. It places 
the events within the historical continuum of popular struggle against 
enclosures and iniquitous modernisation. It also explores the legacies of the 
kind of direct action resistance the people of Otmoor and their allies 
engaged in, during the long agitation against the enclosure of Otmoor. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 15th April at 
7:30pm. 

Their Second Finest Hour 
We will be holding a second collection day for the Their Finest Hour 

Archive for anyone who has any World War Two stories they wish to 
contribute or items we can photograph. This will take place in Bicester 
Library on Saturday 16th March between 10am and 4pm. 

Alternatively you can submit things directly yourselves by going to 
https://theirfinesthour.english.ox.ac.uk/ and clicking the “Share Your Story” 
link. The closing date for direct submissions is 5th April 2024. 

Oxfordshire on Canvas Talk, by Marie-Louise Kerr - 

19th February 2024 
Marie-Louise Kerr came to take us on a visual tour of Oxfordshire. The 

talk looked at local scenes that have inspired and been painted or drawn by 
artists (famous and less well-known) over the last 200 years. 

She started with a famous artist, J.M.W. Turner (1775-1851), who was a 
frequent visitor to Oxford and the county as a whole. His oil painting, High 
Street, Oxford (below), was sold as prints produced by local printer James 
Wyatt. Wyatt retained all his correspondence with Turner and this now 
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forms part of the Turner 
archive. The painting 
was purchased by the 
Ashmolean Museum in 
2015 for £3.5million.  
Additional works by 
Turner, depicting local 
subjects, include his 
sketches of Goring Mill 
& Church (1806-7) and 
Wa l l i n g f o r d B r i d g e 
(1792-3).  

W i l l i a m T u r n e r 
(1789-1862) was born in Black Bourton and first exhibited at the Royal Academy, aged just eighteen years. He was a 
member of the Watercolour Society. His watercolour, Oxford from Hinksey Hill was painted around 1840 when he 
was living with his wife in central Oxford at 16 St John’s Street. A blue plaque now marks the house. 

William Alfred Delamotte (1775-1863) was a painter and printmaker who enjoyed the patronage of George III. 
In 1803 he accepted the post of drawing master at the newly established  Royal Military College, Sandhurst, a 
position he held for forty years. Delamotte produced 
many paintings and sketches of local views, including a 
sketch of the exterior of St Edburg’s Church. 

George Dunlop Leslie (1835-1921) came from an 
artistic family and studied at the Royal Academy where 
he had his first exhibition in 1859. He was highly rated 
among his contemporaries, John Ruskin particularly 
valuing his talent. Sun & Moon Flowers (right) was 
painted in 1890, from one of the windows of the artist's 
drawing-room in Wallingford, looking out over the 
garden to the meadow on the opposite bank of the river.  

Kate Allen Tryon (1865-1952) was an American artist 
who visited the UK on five occasions up to her death in 
1952. In 1963 her daughter donated thirty-five paintings 
by her mother to the  Richard Jefferies Museum. She 
created The Village of Uffington, Wiltshire ((below) in 
1910. 

Alfred William Rich (1856-1921) was born in Sussex 
and studied for six years at the Slade School of Fine Art. 
He was an artist, teacher and author. His watercolours, 
St Mary’s Oxford (right) and Shillingford were painted 
between 1909 and 1911.  
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The Thames at Benson was painted by 
Albert C Taylor (1862-1925) in 1912. He 
was an advocate of the En plein air 
method of painting, using a limited colour 
palette.  

Anna Hope Hudson (1869-1957) was 
born in New York and travelled in Europe 
in her twenties, ultimately settling in 
France. She began her studies in Paris in 
1892 and met fellow art student  Ethel 
Sands, who became her life partner.  She 
was wealthy due to a legacy from her 
grandfather. She painted Newington 
House, Autumn, Oxfordshire (right) in 1913.  

A remarkable landscape artist, Paul 
Nash (1889-1946) was an official war artist in WW1 and WW2. He found inspiration in landscapes with elements of 
ancient history, such as burial mounds and Iron Age hill forts. He was influential in the surrealist movement. The 
earliest of his several depictions of Wittenham Clumps was The Wood on the Hill painted in 1912.  

A painting of Old Windmill Camp, Bicester (below) was given to camp commandant Major N.C. Kerr in 1946 as a 
parting gift by German prisoners of war under his command. It is attributed to H. Rúsiring.  

J o h n P i p e r w a s a p a i n t e r, 
photographer, printmaker and 
stained-glass artist. His archive is 
housed at the Rowing Museum in 
Henley. He was a WW2 war artist 
who created stained glass for 
churches that had been bombed in 
the war.  
To finish, Marie-Louise pointed out 
Anthony Gormley’s figure Another 
Time XI, installed above Blackwell’s 
shop at the junction of Turl Street 
and Broad Street, Oxford in 2009, 
having been donated anonymously 
to Exeter College. It is 7 feet high 
and weighs half a ton. 
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