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Oxfordshire on Canvas Talk 
Marie-Louise Kerr comes to take us on a visual tour of Oxfordshire, as we 

look at local scenes captured by artists and art that has made an impression 
on our neighbourhood. This talk looks at local scenes and views that have 
inspired and been painted or drawn by artists (famous and less well known) 
over the last 200 years. There are also some artworks that are now features 
of our landscape. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 19th February 
at 7:30pm. 

Family History Help 
At our last AGM, we established that a number of members are interested 

in family history.  With this in mind, we have been endeavouring to find a 
speaker for one of our monthly meetings. We approached Jessica Feinstein, 
who is a professional genealogist and voluntary advisor to Oxfordshire 
Family History Society. 

Rather than a talk, which is difficult to pitch at the right level for 
everyone, she has proposed a more individual tailored approach. She 
envisages a short questionnaire to ascertain what stage members’ 
researches have reached and where help can usefully be focussed. She 
would then be able to guide members to relevant resources and act as a 
mentor. This could be over the phone, email or Zoom. She wouldn’t charge 
for this support. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this offer, please get in touch 
with Sally James. 

The Relieving Officer in Bletchingdon Talk 
Charles Eldridge explains the work of Bletchingdon District’s relieving 

officer. The relieving officer’s role was to monitor applications for relief in 
his parishes and in co-ordination with other parties recommend whether 
the application should be approved by the Board of Guardians. His role was 
also to supervise any conveyancing of the poor from the parish to the 
Workhouse or its Infirmary or on occasion to Littlemore Asylum. 
Examination of the various records at the Oxfordshire archives will be 
examined in the talk. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 18th March at 
7:30pm. 

Dates For Your Diary 

Oxfordshire on Canvas talk 
19th February @ 7:30pm 

March newsletter submission 
deadline 

3rd March 

Bicester Advertiser local history 
article 

7th March 

Bletchingdon Relieving Officer 
talk 

18th March @ 7:30pm 



Their Second Finest Hour 
Following on from the huge success of our collection day for the Their Finest Hour Archive back in November, we 

are planning to hold another collection day in March and will advertise the date as soon as it is confirmed. So if any 
of you have World War Two stories or items that you would like us to record and add to the archive, or anyone you 
know does, and they weren’t already recorded last time, please come along and see us. And remember, it is a 
national project so we are not just interested in things connected to Bicester. 

Alternatively you can submit things directly yourselves by going to https://theirfinesthour.english.ox.ac.uk/ and 
clicking the “Share Your Story” link. The closing date for submissions is 5th April 2024. 

The Men who Built Oxford Talk, by Liz Woolley - 15th January 2024 
The Victorian period saw a huge expansion of Oxford’s suburbs around the mediaeval core, quadrupling in size 

during the 19th century. Liz Woolley’s talk introduced us to the men and organisations who shaped the 
development of the city. They included building societies (which were often politically motivated), large and small 
speculative builders, and middle-class men of business who dabbled in property development. Several of them 
played multiple roles in business, politics and local government.  

George Parsons Hester was a solicitor and later Town Clerk of Oxford who bought Osney Island in the early 
1850s. He anticipated the need for housing due to the building of a new railway station. The scheme, although 
successful for Hester, produced poor quality housing that was prone to flooding. In 1867, he bought land off the 
Botley Road and, although his plan was rejected, again, due to the risk of flooding, ninety houses for artisans were 
built. 

Samuel Lipscomb Seckham (left) was an architect and developer who 
was instrumental in the creation of Park Town. The land, consisting of 
nine acres, had originally been purchased by the Guardians of the Poor 
with a view to building a workhouse. However, the estate, designed by 
Seckham, was marketed to the middle class. The Park Town Estate 
Company was formed in 1857 through Seckham’s efforts and he 
secured ownership of much of the development.  
William Wilkinson lacked any formal architectural training, but aged 
just twenty-two years, he designed the parish church at Lew, Oxon.  
From 1860, he laid out the Norham Manor estate in north Oxford. He 
was eventually responsible for fourteen hundred houses built on land 
o w n e d b y S t J o h n ’s 
C o l l e g e , w h i c h i s 
considered to be the finest 
Victorian suburb in the 
UK.  He designed the 
Randolph Hotel in 1866 
and the magistrates court 

opposite St Edburg’s Church, Bicester, in 1873. After his retirement, his 
nephew, HW Moore continued his work.   

Sir Walter Gray (right) was a speculative property developer who 
saw the need for additional housing in the city when, in 1877, dons 
were allowed to marry.  Rising from humble beginnings to be a 
stationmaster in Lincolnshire and then a college servant at Keble 
College, he was self-educated in finance. In 1881 he was elected a 
Conservative councillor for the North Ward. Giving up his job at Keble 
College, he went into partnership with the builder John  Money and 
made his fortune in speculative development. He was mayor of Oxford 
on four occasions. 
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There existed a number of small investors in the property market.   These included Joel Zacharias, who had his 
shop in Cornmarket selling waterproof clothing. ‘Zacs for Macs’ was a well-known advertising slogan around 
Oxford. In 1894, he purchased land off the Cowley Road for development.   

George Pipkin (left) built houses all over the city and was the founder 
of G C Pipkin & Sons.   He was mayor in 1934/5 and Pipkin Way off the 
Boundary Brook Road in East Oxford is named after him. 
In 1876, William Loxley teamed up with a fellow carpenter George 
Edward Benfield to work on the restoration of the roof of New College 
Chapel. Their first major building contract was for Magdalen College 
School (boarding) 
house. Benfield & 
Loxley erected the 
o r i g i n a l M o r r i s 
Motor works and 
still trades today.   
O t h e r n o t a b l e 
b u i l d e r s a n d 
tradesmen included 
Thomas Axtell, a 
stonemason and 
partner in the firm 

of Symm & Co, which closed in 2020, and Thomas Henry 
Kingerlee (right), who moved to Oxford from Banbury in 1883. By 
1900 Kingerlee were the biggest housebuilders and landlords in 
Oxford. The Picture Palace, Walton St; the ice rink; the Marmalade 
Factory and Pressed Steel in Cowley are among their projects. 
The firm continues to the present day, under the fifth generation 
of family ownership. 

Sally James
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