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Victorian Christmas Talk 
A welcome return by Tim Healey with his new talk about how Victorian 

innovations shaped mass society Christmas as we know it today. Before 
Victoria's reign, Britons were unfamiliar with Santa Claus, Christmas 
crackers and cards. Most people did not have holidays from work for the 
festive period. The wealth and technologies generated by the industrial 
revolution of the Victorian era changed the face of Christmas forever. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 20th 
November at 7:30pm. 

Launton Handbell Ringers Recital 
Launton Handbell Ringers were founded in 1951 by the late Frederick 

Sharpe, an authority on all things campanological. The bells themselves 
form a unique set and represent examples of known English bell founders 
from around 1630 to Mr Sharpe’s death in 1976. During the recital the team 
will not only demonstrate the art of handbell ringing but will present a 
history of the bells, the Launton team and its music. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 18th December 
at 7:30pm. 

2024 Calendars on Sale 
Our Bicester in Motion calendars 

are now on sale in Coles bookshop 
for £8 each. But for any member who 
would like to purchase them for the 
reduced price of £7 each, they will be 
on sale at our November and 
December meetings. 

Banburyshire: A Walker’s History 
Martin Greenwood will be launching his new book, 
Banburyshire: A Walker’s History, at our meeting on 
Monday 20th November. The regular retail price is 
£12.99, but on the night he will be selling copies 
for the special price of only £10 each. 
The book contains guided walks around a 
selection of local villages, complete with a mixture 
of architectural, local and social history covering 
the ever-changing life of each village. 

Dates For Your Diary 

OLHA Study Day 
18th November 

Victorian Christmas talk 
20th November @ 7:30pm 

Their Finest Hour Collections 
Day 

25th November @ 10am - 4pm 

December newsletter 
submission deadline 

3rd December 

Bicester Advertiser local history 
article 

7th December 

St Edburg’s Church Christmas 
Tree Festival 

8th - 10th December 

Handbell Ringers Recital 
18th December @ 7:30pm 
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Their Finest Hour - Preserving the Stories of Our Relatives During World War Two 
BLHS have set up a collections day to contribute to the University of Oxford’s Their Finest Hour project. The event 

will take place in Bicester Library on Saturday 25th November, from 10am to 4pm. 
The aim of the project is to record family memories and stories, and collect them all together with photographs 

of documents and artefacts in an online archive that will be available to everyone. Further details on the project 
can be found on their website: https://theirfinesthour.english.ox.ac.uk 

Anyone who was involved with, or has viewed, the archive they collected of First World War stories and objects 
will have some idea of what they aim to achieve. https://lwf.web.ox.ac.uk 

Its important that this information gets preserved before it is too late. Anyone who has seen the article about 
Dick Gebbels’ exploits at Dunkirk that was published in the Bicester Advertiser recently may not realise that most of 
the information in that came from an article published in 1980 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 
evacuation. Dick was interviewed by a reporter for the article, but he then sadly died not long afterwards. So if it 
hadn’t have been recorded then we may never have heard his story again. 

So please come along with any stories you’d like to contribute or objects we can photograph, and please 
encourage everyone you know to do the same. This is a national project, with collection days being held all over the 
country, so we are not just interested in Bicester residents. If you are unable to attend on the day then please take a 
look at the website listed above where you’ll find details on how to submit items directly to the project yourself. 

We are also in need of people to help us on the day. The University have provided clear guidance on how things 
need to be done and we will be meeting up to run through things beforehand so that it’s all nice and 
straightforward. So if you can come along to help out then please contact Sally James ASAP to arrange things.
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