How BICESTER has changed

Summer Celebrations

Barbecues may be a recent phenomenon in Britain, but summer parties are not.
Peter Chivers from the Bicester Local History Society discovers some happy days.
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The Town Counal has a
welcome programme of local
events 10 enterGan s thas
summes, the cagins of which
can occasonally be raced back
indxuwm‘slogchisoq.
Celebranions in the past were
often 2 way to boast the
wwn's econamy racher than
the focus of 3 worthy socal or
dmigc\tm.’lhecomnmity
joined wgecher ar a ome when

Fairs were esblishad dunng
the middle ages for the sale of
carde, sheep and hoeses. The
annual King's End Fair, whach
cononued wnal 1910 was
radomally renowned for the
sale of sheep and leather
goods. Hiring Fairs would be

Fay Des Prax Empire Shmm HL

beld in Marker Square m June
tey erable local people w find

employment.

“The annual *Pleasure Fair' held
in August was 2
fomw%fumdzv's Fun Fairs
and took place i the area
around Manoe Farm in King's
End and m Church Screer.
The day before the Fair 2

ession, incdoding 2
E'l:l‘mn,:collemtofm&
and 2 fiddler, woudd announce
the event. Acracoons incuded

shooong boodhs
and dance halls. A sheaf of
corn was carried through the
fair, followed by the fiddler, 10
proclaim the sare of the
harvest. Morns dancers,
including a local Bicester ceam,
performed ar che celebrations.
Evidence suggess bull and
bear baiung took place at
these fairs.

Celebratons, such as “The Emgare Shopping Week ",
organised by che Bicester and Daxrcr Chamber of
Commerce in July 1931 were 1o encourage more wse
of Brcsh and Empire grods.

The Fancy Dress Parade on dar oocasion bears 2
striking resemblance so the presers town's Carnival

Parade. § entered window display
compennans. A show, “freak sports meeong’,
hadies glamorous competion and 3 comac dog

show were among the anracoons on offer.

Summer Celebrations in Bicester
— a welcome distraction or
an cconomic opportunity?

A fondly rememberad event thar wook place i the
19605 was the anmal fincy dress pram race. [t
mamaged to visit most of the pubs around the wwn. In
wrue Qlympic spiric, it was wakin, that counead.
A&!ﬁmmchubemmmdgmmdyﬁmm
Carnival *Wheebe Bin Challenge’.

Communxy summer ) rform a valuable
soctl fincoon in Bicester wday. the past teaches
us that there are welcome sconomic benafics as well

Bicester Local History Society

“Nothing ever happens I Bicester! ™ Is
a myth that Bicester Local History
Soclety hopes o dispel with quided

local Ristory walks.

Bob Hesslan, Chalrman of Blcesser
Local Hissory Soclety, will lead the
walis that start at the DOVECOLe by he

Library in C)d Place Yard
The two remaiing walks n the
programme take place on:

* Tuesday 10th August: Blcesier Pubs,
Inns and Alehowses (7.30 p.m.
* Sunday 12th Segeember: Sheep
Sareee, The Garsh, Londen Road and

Priory Road (2.30 pm. seart)

stare)

The walks take Zpprodmately oo
hours t0 compléss and Cost £3.00 per

persen. No naed to book, st tum up
at the Zppropeize time. For Arthar
geeails comact Bod Hessian on 01869
350662 OF by maars of the Contace
goﬁtﬂe Blestar Local Hiswory
Tty webisice 3t Www.hins. 0ng Uk
The rext meeting of Bcesser Local
History Scciety Wil feature 3 eaik
qven by focal historian Pess Chivers
conczeming “Emigration from Slcesser
1630 10 1930" The talk axplores hawand  Workd. The meesing
Wiy formes residents of Bicesser see offin St Edburg’s Chuech Hall on Monoay
search of 2 new [ife 1 distant parts of the

wakes place at

19 July at 7.30 p.m.



