BICESTER sistory

Shop ‘til you Drop -

A Shopping Revolution

As Bicester’s long awalted town centre redgeveiopment takes shape, local nistorian,
Peter Chivers, asks If the new town centre will revitalise a once prospercus and dynamic
retall experience that served the needs of generations of resigents?

The Baoester shapping experinnce & not
cisimilar o many marked Lowns Ut
maer the Jength and beeqdth of e
musitry. The fountation of Bicester
Priory &n the twellth century boosted
ol trdie and s, cougied] with the
edabEshmont of stroet markets in the
Lown, fosterod Lrades and cails Lo service
both priars and reskdents ke, Market
sadls wore replacedd by moo permanent
structeres as shogs deveioped in the
mectiovdl Market Square and the
aticining steoots.

The deveinpenent of Sheep Stroet acced
(0 the rotal mix 3s the town expandod
lo serve the surrmanding sgricdtur
acancmy. By Tudoe times a thriving
lown centre formed the heart of the
menmunity. A variely of kxal traers in
the severteenth and sigitnenth
menleries alfered goxls rRoging from
foodstulls, dothing and ardware o
fine prafts, You coetid purchase
everylhEng trat wowlt provide for your
nexds froen Lhe oradie to the grave, 3
pettern that continued unell
mengaratively modern Lmas.

In the twrstiath contury iong estabilshed
fmdy businosses peoviced quaiily relas
chodoe and sorvice 80 thair cuslomers.
Many of these besineeos sarvived entil
ronertly. The kes of Ashmoee's
ronmangery shop or The Handy Stores
residonts. Evans or 1aylon's Degariment
Sloees offered 2 range of poods that
o fully ocpsp any hoeme. High das
procery busineeses added divendly to the
oo il soene.

———

Shoep Street 1910 Find markat

The doveiopemont of putic tramport, Gr
awnenship and the emespenae of national
mezk cofrs ditd much o Landoem the
High Stwet bath maticenily and locally. T
changing face of Shoep Stmat aver the pst
docackes rrflects how j paltems

have chanpeel. Sepermarkiets roplaced the
gl oot grocecy and Snuil and vegeGlic

shos and cler indepondan! noGE outiets
were koed in 3 smiler way & mulll rational
doers edaniishod 2 presenae.

Out of town shopping developments
replacnd the lown centre 3 2 shopping
destination; laxger towes within ey
reach of Biceslor provide groater

s.‘n_c;mr chiolce for erany; and, of
s, Bicester Vaiage has estadished ks

POTSRCE 35 3 promier shopging
destimation, viskind by four endfon
shoppers 2 yoar.

Can the oew twn conbse reverse this
trene? Certainly & wil lock very ciffernnt
to the &ren centre of old, et that's
peogress. [t is Lo be hoped the
recevisopenent will stimulate 2 gregter
s of existing (acites and that
additional roetal and ieisam amenities will
altract Incals and visiloes ke

Hicoster town montre hee an apporiundy
to regenerale its mmenendial, sockl and
cullural smenitios. Will the chance o
g 0 recreqie 3 Cwiving and cyramic
town cenbre 35 wis the e in pest
conturies?




