How BICESTER has changea

0
The crowds that packed

Shaep Street 1o welcome
troops returning from oversaas
Gty In Afghanistan, Cyprusand |
Iraq emphasises the special place |
the military hoids in the ‘
affection of Bicester.

Tha town's links with the armad
forces can be traced back many
centuries aithough as Peter
Chivers explalns cccasionally the
relationship has not baan as

| cordial as the recent celebration.

Hicoster's strong slitary ties woee really
estabished In the twenticth century,
when e town fgured in the miBGry
Empaigre that define the periocl.
As we e in the annual Remembeance
Day service, the sacrifioe of focal
voiumieess who fought én the great hattes
of the First World War Is meoeded at the
2 Farsh Church. The town itseif
supoaried the witler war offoct with lund
ralsing overtts 1o provice ouerdorts foc the
toops and 2 Bod Cross Hospital Toe
wouncod sakdien was estabiished 3t
what is now Home Teoe Hosss in
Londgon Road
The Second Worle War intonstied
military acthvily araund tho town as anmmy
=mps were st up nearby and nal
srficids supparied balh operations and
e lregning of RAF cows. Lozl
voluritoees bocame membess of the Home
Cuard, Civa Defonoe, the Fir, Police and
Ambalamoe Servicos.
Yet Bicastor's miitary links go back much
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furthior tan 110 confiicts we
mmememonale lodzy. Seocesuve invadens
Romars, Sownns ane Normars - have

oooapiiod e o anes and thelr forts ano

Gatlos sprved nol oy 2s pratnction bt
50 & 3 means of cantralling the

lives of kaczl peapie.

Bicaster sufferet particularly bacly during
e English Civil War in the 17th contury

when it was ocoupiod 3t difforent tmes by

both sides i the confict - Cavaliers and
Roenchead. It was oustosnary at that
tiene for food and supplies (o Do
requisitioned by amies on the march,
oiten kaving Lhe wnspeopie without
foed for themsdves!
Thankuily the general Lax paynr now
avides for serviceman and wamen.
gr.o:. uiy the most significant
cevaiopmens for Bicostor was w
estabishment of the Ordnanae Depet In
181 1o provide suppiies and support foe
e Al ncings In Narmandy in 1944
The Cokd War antt purrent toniscts hawe
ersuree the Depat memins an Important
strategic facsity. Mailary taws in the ares
remasn an impariant souroe of kool
ppicyment.
Bicoster ras alo been 2 racreation centro
for servioe pessanng. (lder roxidoents may
rocE the bodderous activities and inter
servioe rivalry bolwoen wrsts stationod! In
e 2 during the Secone Warkt War,

which somelimes eruptad in the

Market Sqrare.

The Weicome Home gerade shows the
prick and alfection the town continues (o
hold for those wha serve with such
diginction an par behall. The
menemitment Lo paslive Enks between
Hicostor and the armed forces serving in
the area has never bepn stronger than 3t
peesent. Long may this contina.




