BICESTER wistory

Early Residents
Reveal Their Secrets

An archaeological dig at Bicester's Roman Cathoilc Church made exciting
discoverles that may rewrite the history of the town, as Peter Chivers explains

It’s an eerie facling to tome
face 1o face or shoukd | =y face
to skull with 3 jocal residont
who v n Bicestar fourteen
hundroc yoars ago. That's
actly what hapganad when
seietors recowsd from the
reont arthasologcal dig at tha
Roeraan Cathole Church went
on clspley for 2 shoet time in
Fobruary.
Wih 2 rame ke Bicester, the
bown might aasiy be mistakan
as ferving a Rorman onign. Net
=0, afthcugh a =ibstantial
Roeman town wass Jocatnd at
Achestor, 3 miia o the
southeast of prosart dey
Bicester When the Romans loft
Brearm in 430 A0 the
residents that remaned found
tha drier situation offored 2t the
=itz of the present town mors to
thesr Bking than the damp
Alchestar that bordarad the
Oemocor wotianss. [t was tha
Saxors tharefore, who were
responsiia for foundang tha
t town.

ftia was known about the
aarly settiement of Bicoster
urtll archasological
Ao, undes takan
towards the ond of 1999, %
Saxon Court off Chapel Stroat.
urcovered avidence of Saxcn
el Iings Wil owr 2 thouwsand
yours okl The site was
orfirmed a5 baing port of tha
mrty town. [t was known that
by the pirth century the
sattioment had a Christn
Mestor Chrch that also lookns
after the affairs of neighbouring
thurthes surrounding vitiages.
it wars no =urprise tharefors
that 3 number of Saxon raves
Ware uncovernd when, 10 yeers

a car park was coretructod

:ﬁm Roman Cathoiic Crerch
At the time It was not passibia
to study the axcavastion =% and
tho graves wore raturied

toneath the cir park. Racont
tutkdng work at the Church of
the Immaculate Concaption has
proviced archasologists with a
frizh chance to roaxamine the
Saxcn cometory In grastor
detall, and the sarly residents of
Bicestiy have begun to revaal
their worets!

The remains of twehe graves
QTR UnCOVRreed man the
prezant acawvations. | hese were
part of an ordores camelory

taid ot on an et to west
alignmant, denoting a Christan
wfiuence at the site. This was 2
commen practice i later Saxon
tmes tut to Nind such an aarly
aaTpke & extramely prishg.
The teriais wera 0 vanows
staes of preservalion and thare
was 2 lack of grave goods.
apart from 3 mumiber of pottary

Euum: scientifc analyses of the
sialatons using carbon dating,

lsotope and nitrogen aralss
will provide additioal
Information about the date of
the burixis, the dist tet the
rezidents In the sattlement
survived on and whare e
pariast =ttiors oniginatoc from.
Rrzults obtaned from the
carbon dating of symples
indcatn that the romars are
much aarfler than crigineiy
and date back to GO0 -
650 AD. This pro-dates the
orignal Saxon Mnster Crerch
and callz into question the viow
that the wttiement was foundod
by St. Birinus, the smenth
wentury Behop of Dorchester
The new ovidence Sems 2ure 10
337 10 e knowkdon wa T
about tha intlal developmernt of
the town.
It ts hoped the remans will to

displayed agan at the Bicester

Local Hetory Sooety Herttage
Exhibition taking piace at the

Meatrosist Church Hall on 21
Mag Later, thay will be
returmod to the Catholie Church
to ba intorrad In the nawly
opana: Memorial Garden,
respacting the origingl burial
rites thase aarty residants

wore acrorded




