How BICESTER Has Changed

Have Your Say Another Car Park or
Something Different?

Work o regenerate
Bicaster's Market Square
could start pext year after
three propasals for a £1m
facehft were unveiled.
Reslenus will get 2 chance
to bave ther sy on the
opooes at 2 public
ccnsulmian‘:h: to be held
on 27 & 28 November. The
JOXT is 2 joing inatative
rween Cherwell distnce
and Oxfordshire county
councils, wiach are pumpeng
£250,000 and £750,000
respecrively mro the scheme.
It comes four years after
three schemes - cwo smilar
to che lacest proposals -
were dropped. Bur whar is it
that makes Marker Square
special? Peser Chavers looks
at how it has changed
down the years.

‘ ‘ The Chamber

wants a Market Square ...
that allows businesses to
flourish and meets the
needs of all those that use
it. As the historic heart of
the town it should

be a focal point. % 9

Chamber of Commerce
President Ben Jackson

Stand in the middle of the
Mariet Square and ooe of the
first things you'll see is that it
isn't 3 square at all! Liee
mest open market ¢
places i Oxfordshire # takes
the form of 2 triangle. Ths &
how many market locations
seemed to have developed in
the county The Market
Square forms the core of the
town and one of =5 most
attractive featumes with 2
wealth of historc 'u.ikin?.
A weekly street madket, 2 focal
poirt for the sale of produce
:d Ivesock, was held on the

arket Square Sor nearty &
hundred years, fts ear;h ”
survival was due to Sicester
Oriory beng close by and the
menks, visitors and pilgrms
ensured there was reazon for
the market to floarsh. It was
very much part of the local
arcutonl sconomy
it would be wiong to
azocize the Market Square
zolely with trading

The open space

p:mdf:é an idedd meeting

ace for other gatherings.

airs made annual visits and
@mped in the re. Hiring
Fairs where labourers
fourd employment were held
there. Coronation
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e
celebeations, parades and
other cvic functions were ako
2 features of §fe in the Mardet
Square. Naturally 2 lamge
rumber of inns were
estabizhed to provide
refreshment for traders

and visitors.

There was 2 darker 5id= to
the actwities that took place
in the Market Square. 1

town stocks and whipping
posz, which can still be seen
2 The Garth, were located in
the Square. George Strap, 2
servant, murdered his master,
Edward Sowden 1 one of the
shops that fromed the
Square in 177 Rioters
demofizhed 'The Shambles’
Town Council House n 1528,
Servicemen and lozal youths
frequently brawled in the
Square only 3 few decades
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=90. Hopedully, this part of
the history of the squam is
ore that wil be o'zmx%a.rd:d
the Councils’ plars!
ews of the local Councils”
decisions to allocate funding
to #rprove the area has
od most welcome. Time
= not served the Market
Square well & recent years. It
15 time that the a3 is
erbanced to reflect 7s kﬂ‘L
history and heritage? Whi
istism‘ul that the Market
be deve 10 meet
nm mﬂgnped'can
"t t0 cregte more
ﬂ:@am\ﬂmm car
ing faci ith
':n"hpg nn":}:d a Intle joined
up thinking the Markes
Square could be developed to
once agan take its place 252
core feature of the town.
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