How BICESTER has changed

Bicester Home Guard

Figures of fun or does comedy hide a more serious truth?

*Dan’t panic Matnwaring?*
and other memorable phrses from the
popular television sertes ‘Dad’s

Army" have colourad oar view of
Brimin’s cittzen mdﬁxmd during
the dark days of War II, seventy
years ago. Is this 2 fair reflecion of the
contribution of more than 2 miillon
valungeers who yowed to defend
thelr countsy?

Blcester and surm like
many odher comemunices, reponded
quickly m a rnment call o form 2
houedd’mcgmﬁ';uln May 1940 when
invasion seemned Imménens. Locl
Defence Volunteers signed up ar the
old Bicester Police Smadam In Chesrch

Sreer. Eq with lile more chan
a few shorgans and armbands,
the force tself o the

local area, guard key Installations such
a5 ratllways and services and

Volunteers congsred of vererams who had

seem service durtng World War I thoss
o the

w0 1o be
rtyrﬁawum 0 were deemed

Abowe: Home Cuard Sicener W00 1944

o be In reserve . Road
blodks were manned by Home Guard
unics and local defences such as

boxes wese construcied o halt

advance of enemy forces. In July 1941,
Prime Minészer Winsion Chuechill
named the volunteers the Home Guand.
As the war Hame Guasd
were ] regadar
ahways of the correct stze - and weapons
became more sophisdcaced and
ummhmmhdd&ymm
matned with the Home Guard durieg the
evening and ar weekends. Masy
undeseook firs duckes 1o warmn
of night e a2 ralds.

When i was dsbanded tn December
1944, the Bicester Baalion had stxty
owo officers and over one dhowsand six

Nwthdu,loohlgbg‘lrbemh
anniversary of the Home Guard, one has

Righ: Home Giand Tralning Bicener S Dean eews Glnger Hatiord 2 ohe raage

Fome Guand Conference 2 Curch Hoe Bastury
Jxx Boerer, B Deaa, George Gander and B Tyl

0 admire and respect the comrtbwtion
of yolemteers who pledged to defend

thelr commmunicy. PN
Alcgside s 2 picrure Bicester
of the Home Guard aken o

1944, Biceszer Local Hisory Soclety is
conduceng 2 research peoject ro find our
more about the Biceser Basabom 1o
R 7oa Ex by g b ol

an
m’u:rhumyhﬁumnm"
the local Homz Geard coniac
Pege Chitvers on 01869 600109.
There willl be 2 ik and exhibidion
redaring w0 the Bicester Home Guard ar
Bicestes Library at 7.30 pm. on Moaday
1 Novembes 2010. Admisson 1 by
uickes only, swatlable from Bicester
L , a8 3 cost of £3.00. Numbery are

and proceeds will be donated m
the' Brisish Legion Poppy Appeal and
“Help for Heroes'.

¢
Bicester Local History have evohed and some of in Old Place Yard. It will be  part to dress in highly
Sotiety celebrates the the foul deeds that hawe on Thursday 18 visible clothing. The route is
Halloween season with taken place among the November at 7.50 p.m. imately 1'/; miles and
ant'*:whhﬁormahns'a;k i stmeud . This is not Nmbers-illhcmﬂ"tl:l m‘lnt:l;;mndx%hmn
to rt ina 3 mervous to 25 persoms to ¥
around Bicester to explare ition!!! the walk is 5 ,  The cost for the walk &
a darker side of the The farst walk is scheduled  the socety will organise £3.00 per person. Advance
town's history! to take place on Thersday admnltsxahu ﬁm
The walk will track 12 November at 7.30p.m. date. As this is an evening Please contact Pete Chivers
| down ghostly stories that startig at Bicester walk, we advise those taking on 01269 s00109.

‘




